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To: BillcatorbFCC Front con t racos tacoUnty~  

Rr 2024180187 kD-: 24 (hdudhg mvec) 

P h a e  202418-0304 Data laREH)4 

R.l EASN?RMc%mlmn@ CCI -~ 
 he a t t a w  commmts on the'= NPRM am M me contm costa county 
Community Warning System (Ck@echnlcaI Advisory Committee (CTAC). 

We will also isnail a copy ofthe comments to eas@fcc.gw 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide Input to chulga to the EAS System. 

Please contact Lis Klutp, CWS MaMger with any commenb or questiom 
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General Comments 
E h i m  Pete& President, Honnann Americs 
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consolidated comments NPRMEAS 
contracos$.countycommunitywamingsystcm 
0otobp29,2004 

EAS Channel Allocatlon Raqmst 
Jaok King. LA County shaiffs Office 

For &y in day out use such as Amber Alerts, hazardoos, matpial +Us, singIe rnd+&y 
emergencies, d area c v d o m  and 80 on: web based or public switched telcpbonc solntiams 
me quite edequatc. There scvcral situations that will not fit into these solutim. How do you 
get the information to the k c s t  number of c i tku sknultaneot~~ly when 
hhmwtum of communications are ovataxed or failing due to the damagc canscd by the 
emergency evmt itsclp? An example of n fire whm. the cvaaantim ordas o m  not be delivered 
by phone because the wirrs me down the poles have b e d  orthe local central of& ofthc 
phone EO bas gone np insmoke. Thc ceUularphone sitea nm up butthenumber ofusashs 
inacased to their limit by the gwanmm uage andrhosc who would havebeausing lrndline 

n o d  

phones arc reporting to their familiC3 outside the area or long distanm usas  an calling to find 
the etatus of their relatives web based solulionrr fall into the same d o  as the phones 
because to most individuals the phone wmpany supplies the land line or wireless iubmumm 
for tha internet and or e-mail. 

As au mw-cr to this lack of cmergmcy dating resource: I think w should follow the example 
of the U. S. Weather scrvicc and thc military s d c m  of the United Statcs snd establish 
dedicated radio chnnnels for the usc of Emagmcy pleMas whioh can bc monitod by the 

broadcast stations [sueh an the lood Pl's] and private c i t h a ~  forthc didbutionof digitally 
d c d  alert mcsssgcs which will now the affected popdath and anas and deliva a digitally 
displayed and voiced cmmgmcy mcssage. In fire stom whole c0mmdi.i~~ could be notified 
SimUltaDeously to ~ ~ c l l s t c  by au alarm sounded by this d t  inthairhomc. ll~ey couldk 
~ C d t O t U n s  to alocal COmmMd broadcan station for ~ i n f o l m a t o n w b i l c ~  
system is madc available for other messages. The commercial bnmhsta could be dated and 
more intensive information could be seat &$tally for broadcast to the maximum number of 
residents. 

 go^ agencies. cmcrgsncy service p m v i h ,  physidy impired utizulsi d d  

since similar systems aLeady udst forthe wcatha Service; ~timof~qucncics in& 
162.00 Mhz =@OR would &e the price of a monitor rcwivcr far the gmrral puMic very 
zhrdaL4e. (S40.00). W e  would n#d at least 4 simpla h p c n c k  for thc Las Angles bvia in 
order to getthe i n f o d o n  that will be digitally mcryptedtn the mumaintop and tlran 
&fled high powat0 the md users. We nlready have fiu& allocatedto buildthe- 
system forthis but we ntad at least two chmmels in the federal govanmeat baoda at 148 Mbz 
and two chanaels at 162Mhz in order tn buildthis systan and fib? 148 Mhzcbaunels could also 
bE in tb 400 Mh2 region for linldngto moutltain or tall towet -. 
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consolidatedca~t3NPRMEAs 
contracoaepco~~~tywarningsystem 
octoba 29,2004 

Comments on Paragraphs 21 fhmugh 41 
MBottncll. Consultant 

Paragraph 21 

A. Both PPW and MSRC advocate uppading, not replacing EAS. 

This is coma, however it should not be misunderstood as PPW 
a d v d g  that EAS be thc only component of a natianal warning syr+cm. 
EAS bas a vital role to play, but needs to take its place in an intcgratcd 
nationalwamingarchitecftrrelhat addrcssts statcaudlooal IU well as 
federal requirements. 
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ConsolidatcdComWntsNPRMEAS 

octobcr 29.2004 
-costa county community warning systcm 

3. That a national, d o r m ,  all-hazard risk oommunioafion warning p r m  is h p l m  
from a public and pri.atc COM- on w h t  best meets ?he. needs of the public, including 
pcople of divcse Language d o r  with disabilities, including sensory clisabilitics 

PPW strongly agrees, and stdsready to assistintha dcvclopmgd, 
doauncnCetion and implmatation of that ormsearus. PPW i s  a non- 
profit, public-private parhership organirstion formed in 2001 with 
rcprc.sentatim finm the public, mdustry, govcmmcnt sad academic 
organizations. 

Psragraph 23 

B. Should each ofthese agmciea rcmai~~ involved? 

6 
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PPW bslicves it would be krappmpriatc for any of these agencies to 
disengage eitha from EAS or from the l u g a  national warning 
architcoture. 

C. If mi, what specific changes in roles should occur7 

D. For changes to occur, would thc FCC or otha federal cntityhave to remmmsndtbatcuncnt 
legal Whoritias be updated or supplrmcntcd7 

PPW bclicvs thst the Departmcmof Homeled Sccwity has the 
naxsmryabriq. Ho~,itmigbtbchelpfnlforlegLolationto 
uambigaourly ddbeate its mpomiity in this mea, which d MW 
has been more implidt than qlitit 

E. Should a new publidprivate paduedip be cnatedto ensure ~LIC cffectiw and ofhcicnt 

Such apartnsrship rxists in the form of tbanatiod --profit Partnaahip 
for Public 
pmsuit o f t h e  goals by tbe lack ofa eiagle federal agency with 
UDBmbiguous authority for mpportq  . PPW and for applyingidantifiod 
best practlces in public warning to f d d  (and by funding and guidat~. 
to state' 8nd local) progmns. 

ppw has scaled Wits operattoas to d i t s  available funding, but 
conthncs it0 workintecbnbl atdards (such sslhe Common A l e  
protocol) and other aspads of emergency public idormation It remnins a 
standing not-for-pfit corporaton ready to advawt thse pluposcs. 

deliwry o f  fallmganq iDformstion to the public? 

PPW). However, PPW bss bem hampad in its 

F. If so, how should this parmership be structured end what wwld its r e s p o m i w  be? 

PPW r e c ~ d  tbai itbe &artad and d k c d  as aFcdaal Mvisory 
&&me. to facilitate involvement by indnstry, ncadcmc and non- 
g o v d  Organizations with local statc and fcdaal dcpattment aad 
agencies in mC development and implanentafion of p r o m  aad polides 
for effective public wamiug. 

7 



OCT. 29. 2004  1 : 4 6 P M  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E S  

ConsolidatcdCommentsNPRMEAS 
contracDstacolmtycommuDitywarningsyrtam 
odober 29,2004 

G. What fcdcral agency should be its Primary point of contact? 

PPW views the Departmeat of Homeland Security as &e most obvious 
candidate for tbis role. Howevu, what matters is thar s o m ~  single fcdcrol 
agency be assigncdthc lead rcsponsiiforpublic warning, and that the 

poiatof contactwithlh& agency. 
publioprivatc Psrtncrship for Public warning bave its primary fCdcral 
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consosicommentsNPmEAs 
c o J A ~ ~ c o l n d y c o ~ w a r n i a g s ~  
octobcr 29,2004 

Howevcr,PPWwould supponaregulatorymondatomq~lioarsecrc 
and other regnlated entitica to participate in state arrd local public-warning 
Plannine 

Pamgmph 26 

Paragraph 29 

A. How can digital kchnology beusedto enhance wamhgs, and to what extrmt broadcast 
s t a t i o n s ~ y m h L e ~ o f t b i s t a c h n o l o ~  

Digital technology can be used in nummud ways to enbrmcc pUbliC 
wamiag capbilitics: 

It can provide u d e d  and convtllicnt tools for tbe d o n  of effective 
andcmnpletdwemingmessages; 
It can allow those. messages to be supplemented wilh audio, images, video 
and animatiOar, and to be exprwed h d t i p l e  langosgza; 
It can coordinate. the. dellvgy of such warning messages over multiple 
mcdia; 
It CllIl permit highlypTecise t a r g e  of warning awsagq 
It can pmtcct and vox@ tho sccuity of  public d g  caumunicebion 
links; 
And it cm cnablo the consistent and com-vo momtoring of all 
k i d s  and lmls of warning activity nationwide. 

9 
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B. whaear the FCC mched the M v e  coDelusion that EAS rules should apply to 
all audio streams broadcast by a d o  stations, snch aa IBOC, should the FCC adopt rules 
cxtcnding EAS obligatirmsto other digital broadcastmcdia, such sDBS, D N  and satellite 
DARS services? 

PPW bclicvcs mSt wkescva the FCC has grsntcd e p.aioulpr cotiry me of 
Mtcd Mmmunication Fesourocs (e& radio-- SpccIIum or 
O I b i i  positions> it should KcquiTc Bow firaction of that ~0~ to be 
madc available in useful form for public safety activiiia. Within tha 
broadcast realm ai present this might- EAS, but PPW belbws the 
requirement should be fLamed in such a way that in the fuaa ethapublic 
wpmingsaviwsandactivitieSc~uld~sthispublicr*louro~wbcma 
or not they fall within a strict tachrdcrl definition of"EAS." 

C. When TV stations ~UIU off their analog sirplsls tu p a t  of tbe DTV bansitios should thoy 
leave a mark& h i d  of an EAS participdtins broadcsstsR 

PPW believes thc public in such an area should not bo left dcvoid of an 
officidy rrc~guizcd public warning oapability that is at least quivStcat m 
availability and effectiivcacsp to EAS. wbdhcr such n d c e  is 

10 
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implwcntea via a technology culled "EA.!?' may be lcss importmt than is 
the sctual svviocprovidcdtothcpublic. 

11 
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PPW believes this is the right appach. bo& jium a public warning 
efFcctivams point ofncw, d in tcrms of dlowiq medrct tolcca to 

12 
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C O ~ ~ d a t e d ~ ~ m E A s  
~ ~ c Q ~ c o m m u n t t y w a m i n g s y s t t m  
October 29,2004 
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CODSOlid8tCdCWFtMEAS 

October 29,2004 
contrrrcostaca~comrmmityw~system 

thm is a need for a specialized broadcast 
. 'csof mold be beneficial for it to share many of the elristing charaaeneh 

CAP. 

PPW believes it 

A. The FCC seeks commedx on wbezher cuuent methodologies for pmviding aleat and waning 
t o ~ - E a ~ s p e a l r i n g p e t s a n s a r e ~ .  

14 
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consolidatedcommentsNPRMEAs 
contnr costa camty cam* warning systan 
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Cornmenis on Paragraphs 13 thmuah 40 
Ray cbadwiok, classco hc. 
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CollriolidttsdGJ-NPMEAS 
coma coda county cannnanity warning Sys& 
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